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Ih . problem of holding, supporting and 
'entanglement- of neighbouring modules for bundles 
o£ hollo- fibre, fixed at one end is known from the 

prior art. ..„„,, 10) for an 

D4 shows a cage construction (9. 10) 

embodiment with suspended fibres. 

D3 shows a frame inst ruction .9. 10) with u-shaped 
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7 f9a s for u-shaped bundles or 

holding brackets (9a) tor 

hollow fibres. ■ 

->*■ the supporting of modules 
m and D2 are directed at tne supp^ -a 

"cording ,o the appucet.cn Ihoilow only 
cast in at the bottom) . 

Closest P^or «* be the closest prior 

' «j rirtrumentl a membrane 

parentheses relate to sa^d document) a 

filter for operating while submerged with 

i, closed hollow fibre membranes (3, 4) cast in at 

the bottom and free at the top, 

,c\ faofpnisd to a frame and 
ii) a base element (6) fastenea 

having a permeate collecting chamber, 
ill) tubes (7, 11), which are connected at both ends 
and are connected at the top to a collecting 
line (10) and also _ 
iv) fibre holders (7) on the tubes for guiomg the 

hollow fibres 

ffla tfpr of independent claim 
from which the sub 3 ect matter ox v 

the fibre holders are not 
1 differs in that the iu» 

provided in a u-shaped form. According to Dl, 

w n c n«ed (Figures 4 and 5) or box- 
either a web is used it igu* 

shaped frames, which are ope, on all sides <=*• 
also D2, figure 3). though the box-shaped fra»e 
Unwise has a u-shaped structure (before assembly 
of the top plate «7„. it is unitary and extends 
over the entire length of the module. 

■. i ■; <- rhpref ore novel 

The subject matter of claim 1 is theretor 

(PCT Article 33(2))- 

The problem addressed by the present invention can 
MM, ■ " 1 " r " f " in '' ' 
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' ™'dina to Dl wich regard to tne effort 

structure according to ux 

a .c Pffl biv and witn regard to tne 
involved in its assernoiy *. 

^- v it ran be serviced, while it 
p?se with which it can oe 

sffprtive supporting function, 
nevertheless has an effective su PF 

Ihe US e of a number of u-shaped brackets that are 
open on one side according to clar . J- »« 
disclosed by tne prior art. The sublet matter of 
claims 1-10 therefore meets the requirements 
icicle 33,3.. However, the inclusion of essentr 
matures in claim 1 Pursuant to PCT Xrtrcle 6 is 
still required Icf. Box VIII i) • 



f<*m PCT/1S A/237 (Box No. V» (January 20 W) 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



WRITTEN OPIN ION OF THE 
P»1TERN aTIQNAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



lniernMionai application No. 

PCT/EP2005/ 000762^ 



"" u Iv« «« thr cUriiy arihr claim*, dcscnpuon. and drawing* « 

The following ohr.crva.ions on ihe ciaruy 

the deicriplion. arc made: 

p * ,he precise definition of the position of the 
i For the preo.se following points 

web, it appears necessary ant to pct 

in claim 1 to be made more precise, pu 

Article 6: 

for laterally 



ti 



gu 



a number o£ fibre holders... 
Win,:., roth, tubes..." (essential feature,, 

»eb extending bet.een oho tubas and 

the tubes . . . 



" . . . wh 
end limbs 
(clarification) ; 



fastened 



to 



n 



reach around..- also at the 

not enclose them 



tubes and do 
manner." (essential feature). 



ends before the 
in an annular 



11 



Similarly, clarification 
required, pursuant to 
following form: 



of claim 2 appears to be 
PCT Article 6, in the 



-projections are formed onto 
brackets between the limbs..."- 



t he web of the 



• » 

in 



w ™ a tter of claim 3 appears to be clear 
The subDect matter ox <-->• 

with the following amendments, pursuant to 
Article 6: 

* w~ v^arfcets have on their side 
-that the webs of the brackets na 

the projections and limbs 
facing away from the p 3 g ^ 

profile with depressions and that 
projections forming compartments...". 

- „ a « -Iso be applied to claim 4. 
The second amendment can also oe *w 
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